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The Affliction of Disparaging Scholars:
A Study in Diagnosis and Remedy
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Dr. Faisal bin Sayyid Muhammad bin Hamid bin Hasan al-Qallaf
Assistant Professor, Department of Tafsir and Hadith
College of Shari‘ah and Islamic Studies — Kuwait University
faisal.algallaf@gmail.com

Abstract

The phenomenon of disparaging religious scholars is among the gravest maladies
afflicting Muslim societies, weakening their religious vitality and hindering their revival. It is,
therefore, incumbent upon researchers and students of knowledge to diagnose this affliction and
devise effective strategies for its treatment. This study represents a step in that direction. It
begins by elucidating the eminent status of scholars in Islamic law and the community’s
essential need for them to understand their religion and the divine will. This, in turn, explains
the prohibition of disparaging them, which is deemed a major sin.

The research then addresses the primary pretext of those who attack scholars—namely,
their ijtihad-based errors. Through textual evidence from the Qur’an and Sunnabh, it establishes
that anyone who sincerely strives to attain the truth through divine revelation but errs in
judgment is excused and cannot be declared deviant, heretical, or unbelieving, regardless of
whether the error occurs in a matter of creed or jurisprudence. This stands in contrast to
sectarian innovators who deny such excuses in theological issues.

Building on this foundation, the study examines the discourses of various groups who
defame scholars. These include secularists, who attack Islamic scholars indiscriminately in
order to undermine and distort the religion; sectarian partisans, who malign scholars of
opposing groups in a spirit of rivalry and factionalism, disregarding the divisive impact on the
community and on the integrity of religious knowledge; and extremists devoted to particular
leaders, groups, or parties, who defame contemporary scholars that oppose their narrow
agendas, thereby neglecting the broader objectives of Islam. The research demonstrates that all
such groups deviate from sound religious methodology and from the paths of the recognized
scholarly tradition.

Finally, the paper proposes a set of faith-based, educational, and scholarly strategies to
contain and treat this affliction, particularly by preventing its spread among youth. It concludes
with key findings and recommendations, including the call for in-depth studies on the origins,
religious and intellectual motives, psychological and social drivers, and legal underpinnings of
these discourses, as well as their impacts on individuals and Muslim society at large, in order
to develop the most effective approaches to safeguarding the religion from distortion and
erosion.

Keywords:

virtue of knowledge, scholars, errors, moderation, balance, extremism, radicalism,
negligence.
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