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The Epistemic Status of Ahad Reports in Matters of Creed:
Between Normative Evidences and Speculative Kalam-Based Rational Objections
By
Dr. Faysal ibn Sayyid Muhammad ibn Hamid al-Qallaf
Assistant Professor, Department of Tafsir and Hadith
College of Shari‘ah and Islamic Studies — Kuwait University
faisal.algallaf@gmail.com

Abstract

Allah — Exalted is He — perfected His religion, clarified its rulings, and preserved it
from alteration and distortion. The Qur’an was transmitted through the highest level of
tawatur (mass transmission), while the Sunnah was preserved through reliable
transmission chains (asanid), with scholars distinguishing authentic reports from weak
ones. The early generations (Salaf) relied consistently on the established Sunnah in all
areas of the religion.

With the rise of Kalam theology, however, some theologians restructured core
beliefs upon philosophical foundations. In proving God’s existence and lordship, they
employed speculative arguments, foremost among them the dalil al-hudith (argument
from origination). This led them to uphold rational principles that often conflicted with
revealed texts. Where contradiction appeared, they prioritized reason over revelation—
rejecting reliable hadiths or subjecting them to strained interpretation. Thus, they
subordinated revelation to speculative reasoning.

One central justification for this was the claim that ahdd reports (solitary narrations)
yield only probabilistic knowledge (zann), which they considered insufficient in the face
of rational certainty (gat ). They argued that belief must conform to rational frameworks,
especially those derived from speculative theology.

However, critical analysis reveals that core Islamic doctrines are not based
exclusively on ahdad reports. These reports are often corroborated by Qur’anic texts,
mutawatir hadiths, or scholarly consensus. Many theological rejections thus exceed the
bounds of even their own principles.

Furthermore, foundational arguments such as the hudiith argument prove
insufficient grounds for rejecting authentic texts, due to their speculative and complex
nature. Submission to revelation does not require prior assent to such philosophical
premises.

Accordingly, Ahl al-Sunnah upheld the epistemic authority of authentic ahad
reports in creed, grounding this on general scriptural and rational proofs. They maintained
that such reports, when sound, are binding in belief and practice. In contrast, Kalam-based
objections lack definitive grounding and reflect deeper methodological flaws.

This study concludes that the authentic Prophetic Sunnah retains universal authority
across all domains of religion—including theology—and suffices independently in
establishing doctrinal and legal rulings, as upheld by the Salaf and leading scholars
throughout Islamic history.

Keywords.

Sunnah, Hadith, Ahad Reports, Creed (‘Agidah), Fundamentals of Religion (Usiil
al-Din), Hadith Sciences, Kalam Theology, Ustl al-Figh.
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